INTERVIEW TO " NEWS-CHRONICLE "
GANDHIJI EXPLAINS WHY THE TALKS FAILED
The following is a record of an interview given by Gandhiji to
Stuart Gelder of the " News Chronicle" on September 29, 19^, at
Bombay:
Mr Gandhi told me today why his talks with Mr Jinnah fail-
ed to produce a solution of the Hindu-Muslim differences.    "I could
not accept the two nations basis.   This was Mr Jinnah's demand.   He
wants immediate  recognition of the North-West Frontier Province,
Sind, the whole of the Punjab, Bengal and Assam as sovereign and com-
pletely independent Pakistan ".   He wants Mr Gandhi to agree to this
amputation from the rest of India without consulting the wishes of the
inhabitants by plebiscite.     He   has   rejected   the   Rajagopalachari
formula.   I asked Mr  Gandhi what he was prepared to recognise as
Pakistan and on what basis there could be any hope of agreement in
future.   He was frank and precise.   He replied, " I want to make it
clear that I believe Mr Jinnah is sincere, but I think he is suffering
from hallucination when he imagines that an unnatural division of
In^ia could bring either happiness or prosperity to the people concern-
ed.   It was my suggestion that provided there was the safeguard of a
plebiscite there could be sovereignty for the predominantly Muslim
areas, but it should be accompanied by bonds  of alliance between
Hindustan and Pakistan.   There should be common policy and a work-
ing   arrangement   on   foreign   affairs, defence, communications and
similar matters.   This is manifestly vital to the welfare of both parts
of India."     This arrangement, Mr   Gandhi said, could not interfere
with the internal life of Muslims who would not be subject in any way
to Hindu domination.   Such a division would not create an artificial
split between people who whatever their religious faiths are descended
from a common stock and are all Indians.     "Unfortunately",  said
Mr Gandhi, " Mr Jinnah would have none of it and asked me to agree
to the principle of two nations entirely separate."   I asked Mr  Gandhi
if he had adopted this attitude because he thought he could not ' sell'
such a division to the country or because he thought it wrong in prin-
ciple.   He replied, "Because it is fundamentally wrong in principle.
Jf I had thought Mr  Jinnah's view was right even tho-ugh the whole
World were  against me  I would  have accepted  it personally   and
given him my unquestioned allegiance." I then asked Mr -Gandhi, " If
Mr Jinnah agreed to your view of division, but insisted there should be